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(57) Abstract: A recording/reproducing apparatus for 
recording/reproducing a cassette of an existing format 
having: existing erroneous erase preventing means for 
preventing erroneous erase of information recorded in the 
existing format, and a cassette of a new format having 
first erroneous erase preventing means arranged at a 
position corresponding to the existing erroneous erase 
preventing means and second erroneous erase preventing 
means for preventing erroneous erase of information 
recorded in the new format. Upon reproduction of a 
cassette, it is determined whether the cassette is an existing 
format cassette or a new format cassette according to 
the information obtained by reproducing the cassette and 
reproduction of the cassette is performed. 
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